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Prevention Agenda Toward 
the Healthiest State 

 
The State Health Improvement Plan  

for New York 
 



Prevention Agenda: 2008-2013 

 Focuses on: 

 Determinants of health  

 Return on investment in public health  

 Primary and secondary prevention  

 Reducing health disparities 

 Evidence-based public health 

 Establishes 2013 goals and measurable objectives 

for ten priority public health areas  

 Collaborative community health planning led by  

local health departments and hospitals 

 



Prevention Agenda Priority 
Areas 

 Access to Quality Health Care 

 Chronic Disease 

 Community Preparedness 

 Healthy Environment 

 Healthy Mothers/Healthy 

Babies/Healthy Children 

 Infectious Disease 

 Mental Health/Substance Abuse 

 Physical Activity/Nutrition 

 Tobacco Use 

 Unintentional Injury 

 



Collaborative Community 
Health Planning Processes  

 Local health departments described the community 

needs and programmatic initiatives in Community 
Health Assessments and Municipal Public Health 
Services Plans for 2010-2013 and provided an update. 

 

 Hospitals worked with local health departments and 

other community partners to assess the 

community’s health and identify local priorities as 

part of their Community Service Plan for 2010-2012. 





Evidence-Based Adolescent 
Pregnancy Prevention 

 New York experienced a 43% decline in adolescent 

pregnancies from 1993 to 2009. 

 DOH was funding two community-based 

prevention programs started in the 1980s and 1990s.  

 Programs lacked consistent service model. 

 Targeting was based on pregnancy rates only. 

 Significant racial/ethnic disparities existed. 

 Programming was not consistent with the 

Department’s Prevention Agenda. 

 



Adolescent Pregnancy Rates Per Thousand 
by Race/Ethnicity and Age, 

New York State, 2009 

 

* Race and Hispanic ethnicity are not mutually exclusive.  Hispanic  

refers to teens of all races who reported being of Hispanic origin. 



Transition to Evidence-Based 

 Academic partnership - ACT for Youth Center of 

Excellence (www.actforyouth.net) 

 Literature review 

 Decades of research on effective strategies to 

improve adolescent sexual health outcomes 

 Antecedents at the community, family and 

individual level that influence adolescent 

sexual behavior 

 Adolescent Sexual Health Symposium held in 

February 2009 



Transition to Evidence-Based 

 Developed Adolescent Sexual Health Needs Index 

 Single, multidimensional measure calculated at the 

ZIP code level based on antecedents influencing 

sexual behavior 

 Considers a variety of factors associated with 

adverse sexual health outcomes:  

 size of adolescent population 

 actual burden of adolescent pregnancies and STD cases  

 specific demographic and community factors (education, 

economic, and race/ethnicity indicators) 



Pre-Implementation Planning 

 Interim funding required use of evidence-based 

programming from nationally-published lists 

 Discontinuing current practices that were not 

evidence-based 

 Training by Center of Excellence 

 Asset-Based Community Development 

 Getting to Outcomes 

 



Implementation 

 Establish a new initiative; discontinue previous 

initiatives 

 Require use of evidence-based programming from 

approved lists 

 Alignment with federal prevention initiatives 

 Target funding to areas with largest burden of adverse 

outcomes 

 Distribution of procurement to greater variety of 

community based organizations 

 Support for community-based programs from the 

Department of Health and Center of Excellence 



Evaluation 

 Participating with Center of Excellence on 

translational research  

 Programs developed in research situations need to 

be evaluated as they are implemented in real-world 

situations 

 Evaluating the implementation quality of 

evidence-based programs — are they being 

implemented with fidelity? 



Challenges 

 Matching programs with needs of target 

population 

 Availability and costs of programs 

 Challenges due to settings 

 Provider challenges 





www.nyhealth.gov/prevention/prevention_agenda/ 

Prevention Agenda Toward the 
Healthiest State 

 
Public website 



    New York State Department of Health 





Principles of Design and Content 

 
 A ‘one-stop shop’ for information  
 Links to content elsewhere  
 Follows EBPH framework  
 Accessibility  compliant  
 Redundancy  
 Regularly updated with program input 

 



 
  Prevention Works  
  Community Health Planning Approach  
  Tracking  Public Health Priorities  
  Objectives  
  County Strategies and Partners Matrix  
  Priorities 

    Outline of  website 



Links to all hospitals  

Diseases, conditions, risk factors with links to additional info 

70 topics (eg, diseases, settings, sources, indicators) 

 Programs, settings, topic areas, evidence, databases  
   

Links to health and safety resources, data 

DOH Site Contents 

   Population groups, programs, topics  



  Links to each priority 

Summary of activities in each county to address priority area 

Link to data clearinghouse 

Link to partner organizations  

Five topic areas make up the priority 

From Prevention Agenda menu bar 









Priority Area 
 

 Objectives 

● Indicators for Tracking Public Health  Priorities 

● Data and Statistics 

● NYS Department of Health Programs 

● Evidence Base for  Effective  Interventions 

● Reports  and Resources 

● Return on Investment 

● Partners 

● More Information 

 





  Links to each priority 

Summary of activities in each county to address priority area 

Link to data clearinghouse 

Link to partner organizations  

Five topic areas make up the priority 

From Prevention Agenda menu bar 







Tracking Indicators 



From home page… 



From Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies, Healthy 

Children priority page … 







Thank you! 

 

                         Questions ? 


